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The whole career of Visiiugupta Caijakya requires a careful investigation.
Elsewhere1 we have suggested that the Nanda origin oi Candragupta as
well as the story of Gactakya destroying Nandas because of a personal insult
are literary fictions. Both Candragupta and Casjakya belonged to north-
western India. Gaoakya, perhaps, personally witnessed the weakness of a di-
vided India in face of an invasion like that of Alexander. The vision of a
united, strong and unconquerable India, which he then formed, he fully
realised in his own life time. Many petty kingdoms, republics as well as the
empire of Nandas had to give place to the well organised and efficiently ad-
ministered Empire of the Great Maurya Candragupta, which extended not
only over almost the whole mainland of India but far beyond into Afghanis-
tan and Central Asia. It was the might of this great Empire which so
easily repulsed and humbled Sdeukos Nikator, and no foreign power dreamt
of invading India so long as the Mauryas were strong.
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